
 

 

 

August 11, 2014 

 

The Honorable Jon Tester   

United States Senate  

724 Senate Hart Office Building   

Washington, DC 20510     

 

Dear Senator Tester: 

 

On behalf of the American Academy of Otolaryngology–Head and Neck Surgery (AAO-HNS), 

thank you for your interest in, and dedication to, ensuring access to hearing health services for our 

nation’s veteran population. 

 

With approximately 12,000 members, the AAO-HNS is the medical specialty society for 

physicians dedicated to the care of patients with disorders of the ears, nose, throat (ENT), and 

related structures of the head and neck. Our members are specifically trained to provide hearing-

impaired patients with a full medical evaluation, diagnosis, and treatment for their hearing 

disorders. Given the specialization of our members, the AAO-HNS closely monitors various pieces 

of legislation pertaining to the delivery of hearing healthcare services, including your recently-

introduced bill, S. 2311. 

 

We strongly support the development and utilization of VA programs designed to broaden 

veterans’ access to quality hearing healthcare services. While we view a physician-led, team-based 

care approach as the best means for delivering hearing health services to all populations, we 

recognize that some VA programs are currently failing to meet the needs of the veteran population. 

The AAO-HNS expressed concerns earlier this year regarding the initial concept of broadening the 

permissible hearing health services provided to veterans by hearing aid specialists. However, the 

language included in S. 2311 represents a positive step forward, and the AAO-HNS appreciates 

your willingness to accept suggested revisions to your bill prior to its introduction. 

 

As a result, the AAO-HNS offers its support of S. 2311 as introduced. Given the ongoing 

turmoil surrounding healthcare delivery in the VA system overall, we believe that a prudent 

approach to broad-based reforms to the VA system is necessary to ensure that our nation’s veterans 

are afforded the highest quality healthcare.  

 

Again, we thank you for your thoughtful attention to this matter. We plan to closely monitor this 

legislation as it advances in the Senate and may reevaluate our position if S. 2311 is amended in 

such a way that high-quality (and safe) hearing healthcare is jeopardized. If you and your staff have 

any questions, please contact the AAO-HNS Government Affairs team at legfederal@entnet.org.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

David R. Nielsen, MD 

Executive Vice President and CEO 
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